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receiving a request specifying a selection of stockprom a database of stock 
information; 

identifying stocks from the specified selection bfaving buyback ratios, wherein a 
buyback ratio corresponds to a percentage of shares of issued stock repurchased from 
the public during a specified period and resulting/in a decrease of shares outstanding; 
and 

providing an inyegtment ^election selecting at least one of the identified stocks 
with buyback ratios and reflecting^metric^ ass ociated with performance of a company 
corresponding to the at least one selected stock. 

^52. (NEW) The method of claim 5^ wherein the metric is selected from the group 
.con ^rising }a price/sales ratio and ^price/earnings ratio, for each stock. 



53. (NEW) The method of claim 52, wherein the database includes a market cap 
value table for identifying a market cap value of each company, and wherein the step of 
providing an investment selection includes the substeps of 

selecting the price/s^les ratio for the companies in a top half of the market cap 
table; and 

selecting the pri^e/earnings ratio for the companies in a bottom half of market 
cap table. 

54. (NEW) The rhethod of claim 51 , further comprising: 
accessing/a Standard and Poor index; and wherein the step of identifying stocks 

includes the substep of 
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identifying any companies having buyback ratios based on information from the 
Standard and Poor index. 

55. (NEW) The method of claim 51 , further comprising: 
accessing a database with informat/on corresponding to a Dow Jones Industrial 

verage, and 

wherein the step of identifying strfcks includes the substep of 
identifying any companies havii/g buyback ratios based on the Dow Jones 
Industrial Average. 

56. (NEW) The method of claim fi1 , wherein the step of identifying stocks based on 
information in the Dow Jones Industrial Average database includes the substep of: 

identifying the stocks in accordance with a buyback selection level. 

57. (NEW) The method of claim 56, wherein the buyback selection level is a price 
value of the stocks repurchased. 

58. (NEW) The method of claim 56, wherein the buyback selection level is a 
numerical volume of the stocks repurchased. 

59. (NEW) The metho/l of claim 51 , further comprising the step of: 
outputting a repor 

(NEW) The method of claim 51 , further comprising the step of: 
storing a report/in a storage medium. 
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[ 61 . J (NEW) An apparatus for selecting investments or potential investments, 
comprising: 

a receiving module configured to receive jk request specifying a selection of 
stocks from a database of stock information; 

\ an identifying module configured to identify stocks from the specified selection 
'having buyback ratios, wherein a buyback i^tio corresponds to a percentage of shares 
of issued stock repurchased from the pubjlc during a specified period and resulting in a 
decrease of shares outstanding; and 

^generating module configured /to provid e an investment selection selecting at 
least one of the identified stocks withybuyback ratios and reflecting a metric associated 
with performance of a company corresponding to the at least one selected stock. 

62. (NEW) The apparatus of claim 61 , wherein the metric is selected from the group 
comprising a price/sales ratio ana a price/earnings ratio, for each stock. 

63. (NEW) The apparatus oyclaim 62, wherein the database includes a market cap 
value table for identifying a market cap value of each company, and wherein the 
generating module configured to generate a report includes: 

a selecting module configured to select the price/sales ratio for the companies in 
a top half of market cap table; and 

a selecting module configured to select the price/earnings ratio for the companies 
in a bottom half of marWet cap table. 
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64. (NEW) The apparatus of claim 61 , further comprising: 

an accessing module configured to access a Standard and Poor index; and 
wherein the identifying module configured to identify stocks includes: 

an identifying module configured to identify any companies having buyback ratios 
based on information from the Standard and Poor index. 

65. (NEW) The apparatus of claim 61/ further comprising: 

an accessing module configured/to access a database with information 

corresponding to a Dow Jones Industr/al Average, and 

wherein the identifying module configured to identify stocks includes: 

an identifying module configured to identify any companies having buyback ratios 

based on the Dow Jones Industrial /Average. 

66. (NEW) The apparatus of claim 61 , wherein the identifying module configured to 
identify stocks based on information in the Dow Jones Industrial Average database 
includes: 

an identifying module cc/nfigured to identify the stocks in accordance with a 
buyback selection level. 

67. (NEW) The apparatus/of claim 66, wherein the buyback selection level is a price 
value of the stocks repurchased. 

68. (NEW) The apparatus of claim 66, wherein the buyback selection level is a 
numerical volume of the sticks repurchased. 

69. (NEW) The apparatus of claim 61 , further comprising: 
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an outputting module configured to outpur the report. 

70. (NEW) The apparatus of claim 61 , further comprising: 

a storing module configured to store the report on a storage medium. 

71 . (NEW) A computer program product comprising: 

a computer usable medium having computer readable code embodied therein for 
selecting investments or potential investn/ents, the computer usable medium 
comprising: 

a receiving module configured id receive a request specifying a selection of 
stocks from a database of stock information; 

an identifying module configured to identify stocks from the specified selection 
having buyback ratios, wherein a biiyback ratio corresponds to a percentage of shares 
of issued stock repurchased from the public during a specified period and resulting in a 
decrease of shares outstanding; and 

a generating module configured to provide an investment selection selecting at 
least one of the identified stocks with buyback ratios and reflecting a metric associated 
with performance of a company corresponding to the at least one selected stock. 

72. (NEW) The computer usable medium of claim 71 , wherein the metric is selected 
from the group comprising a price/sales ratio and a price/earnings ratio, for each stock. 

73. (NEW) The computer usable medium of claim 72, wherein the database includes 
a market cap value table for identifying a market cap value of each company, and 
wherein the generating mod/jle configured to generate a report includes: 
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a selecting module configured to select the p/ice/sales ratio for the companies in 
a top half of market cap table; and 

a selecting module configured to select ttfe price/earnings ratio for the companies 
in a bottom half of market cap table. 

74. (NEW) The computer usable mediurrf of claim 71 , further comprising: 
an accessing module configured to access a Standard and Poor index; and 

j^herein the identifying module configured to identify stocks includes: 

an identifying module configured to identify any companies having buyback ratios 
based on information from the Standard and Poor index. 

75. (NEW) The computer usable medium of claim 71 , further comprising: { 
an accessing module configured to access a database with information 

corresponding to a Dow Jones/industrial Average, and 

wherein the identifying) module configured to identify stocks includes: 

an identifying module configured to identify any companies having buyback ratios 

based on the Dow Jones/Industrial Average. 

76. (NEW) The computer usable medium of claim 71 , wherein the identifying module 
configured to identify ^tocks based on information in the Dow Jones Industrial Average 
database includes: 

an identifying module configured to identify the stocks in accordance with a 
buyback selection level. 
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